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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Good  

Counsel Parish 
Lawrence ~ Methuen 

 
 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is a diverse multi-
cultural parish serving the Catholic community 
of Methuen and Lawrence.  We are committed 

to building a community of faith intent upon 
God, in unity of mind and heart.  

We are a family of believers, joined by our  
Baptism, and nurtured by the Eucharist.  

As children of God, we endeavor to bring the 
love of Christ to all we meet. We are committed 
to be the Body of Christ, rooted in the tradition 
of the Catholic Church. Together we worship 

and praise our God.  Guided by prayer and the 
counsel of the Blessed Mother, we minister to 
the community through faith formation, fellow-

ship, and service. With diligence, compas-
sion, and love we endeavor to help others 

come to know and love Jesus.  Empowered 
by grace, constant in our mission, we strive to 

be led by the Holy Spirit.   

Mass Schedule: 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish  

22 Plymouth Street, Methuen, MA 01844         

Phone:  978-686-3984  Fax:  978-686-8300 

Email:  olgcmethuen@gmail.com   

Web: OLGCParish.com 

 

Parish Staff:  
 
Very Rev. Christopher 
Casey, V.F. 
Pastor — Ext 25 
fatherchriscasey@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Mr. Steven J.  
Murphy 
Deacon—Ext 10 
deaconsteviej@aol.com 
 
Mrs. Karen Miller 
Business Manager — Ext 17  
978-686-0728   
OLGCBusiness@gmail.com 

 
Mrs. Denise Mundry 
Parish Office—Ext 10 
978-686-3984 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 
 
Lori McLaughlin 
Coordinator of Music 
Ministries 
603-275-6486 

 
Jimmy Massie 
Facilities 
978-697-4701 
olgcfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education 
Ph:  978-686-3984 
Fax: 978-686-8300 
 
Mr. Mark Friedrich  
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Mark Houle  
Coordinator Grades K-8 
OLGCMethuen@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Our prayer shawl gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 1pm and 7pm in 
the parish office.  Due to the coronavirus  
pandemic all gatherings are suspended at 

this time. 
We welcome new folks at any time to join us in this beautiful 
simple ministry. We thank all who have donated yarn or mon-
ey with which to purchase new yarn. 
Remember: Blessed Shawls, Lapghans & Baby Blankets are 
available in the parish office. 
 
Thank you and God Bless!  Questions? call the parish office. 

Ellen Gallant Card Ministry 
 
Do you know of someone who is 
sick, going through difficult times, 
in the military, or may just need a 

little note of encouragement? Fill out the forms 
found in the church and chapel and drop them in the 
box labeled “The Ellen Gallant Card Ministry” or 
the weekly collection basket.  
 
If you’d like to help make someone’s day by joining 
us in this ministry, contact Donna Fawcett @  
donnafawcett71@comcast.net 

Mass Schedule: 
 
Church & Chapel are 
handicapped accessible 
(elevator in Church,  
ramp at Chapel) 
  
 

Sat. 4 pm at St. Theresa 
Church 
22 Plymouth St., Methuen, MA 
 

Sun. 8 am at St. Theresa 
Church 
 

Sun. 10:30 am at  
St. Augustine Chapel 
128 Ames St., Lawrence, MA 
 
 

Daily Mass: 7 am 
Monday — Friday at  
St. Theresa Church 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 2:45—3:30 pm  at 
St. Theresa Church  
or anytime by appointment 
 
 

Baptism: 
Second Sunday of the month. 
Previous arrangements  
necessary 
 
 

Marriage: 
Arrangements must be made  
at least six months in advance 
 
 

New Parishioners: 
Welcome! Please come to the 
Parish Office  
to meet us and to register 
 

Lawrence  
Catholic Academy 

101 Parker St. 
Lawrence, MA 01843 

 

www.lawrencecatholic 
academy.org 

 
978-683-5822 

 

PARISH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm 

Friday 
8am to noon 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
Time has seemed to drag on so slowly while we observe these social distancing guidelines.  I think the whole world is 
ready for this to be behind us.  So maybe it is a sign of hope that the view of the calendar on the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
looks very different.  Thursday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  Long ago in another age I had 
arranged for coverage for our 12 Noon Mass because I was going to be the celebrant for the Lowell Catholic Baccalau-
reate Mass.  Instead I’ll be taping a Mass that will be shared with the students and their families.  Next Sunday we will 
be celebrating the Seventh Sunday of Easter, and it is Memorial Day Weekend.  Pentecost is up next, celebrated on the 
last day of May.  Do we dare look forward to a return to church and life as we knew it?  I am certainly praying for that.   
 
Consider these passages that appear in the readings this week:  The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles has the 
newly-ordained Deacon Phillip, going to Samaria to preach the Good News.  It always amazing me that the first Dea-
cons were ordained for a rather limited task, to assist with the ministry of food distribution to the poor, but in the plan of 
God immediately began a much fuller role of service to the Church which included preaching.  Phillip has amazing suc-
cess in Samaria in bringing many into the Church.  So many in fact, that the Church sends two Apostles, Peter and John 
to further strengthen the newly catechized with the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We read:  “Now when the apostles at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  The two went down 
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they 
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit.”  This is significant on many different levels, but consider the great change that has come about as Jews 
and Samaritans, once completely opposed to one another, now find a new unity in the faith of Jesus Christ.  Consider 
too that Jesus always calls us to break down the barriers that separate us one from another and that one of the four marks 
of the Church is unity.  We see all this at its beginning in this selection from Acts. 
 
The second reading from 1 Peter includes this in verse 3:15-16 “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  This reminds us 
that we are all called to be witnesses of our faith to the world around us.  We are reminded to be ready to give people the 
reason for our hope.  To have this “reason for our hope” to be real for us we need to grow stronger in the Holy Spirit.  I 
think of this as “steeping” in the Holy Spirit.  If you have ever had a cup of tea that hasn’t steeped long enough you 
know that it tastes like colored water.  To know the full robust flavor of the tea we need to let it steep for a time.  Our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit similarly needs to steep… it needs to grow stronger inside of us.  How do we do this?  
We practice our faith!  If you are feeling weak in your faith steep in it a bit by doing an anonymous act of kindness or 
service to another.  During this pandemic we have witnessed many acts of kindness to family, friends and strangers.  
These simple acts of kindness help us to not get “swallowed up” by the darkness that these times bring, and ways 
through which we might be able to “stir into flame” the gift of the Holy Spirit we received at Baptism that was strength-
ened at our Confirmation. 
 
We hear about the promise of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel reading from John 14 when Jesus says “I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.”  We live 

in the Age of the Holy Spirit.  In God’s plan we are the ones who shine forth the Light of Christ into the world around 

us.  For the Deacon Phillip that meant shining the light to the Samaritans; for us it means shining the light here in the 

Merrimack Valley.  Christ is counting on you and me, as much as we are counting on Him! 

God Bless, Fr. Chris 
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Saturday, May 16 
  John Sirois ~ 12th Anniversary ~ Requested by his wife and family 
 

Sunday, May 17 
  Gustave and Lillian Vercauteren ~ Requested by their family 
  Frank Judge ~ Birthday Remembrance ~ Requested by his family 
  Beverly Friedrich ~ Requested by Frank and Terry Beauchesne 
  Larry Bouchard ~ Requested by his family 
  Susan Driscoll ~ Requested by her family 
  All Living Members of the Parish 
 

Monday, May 18 
   
 

Tuesday, May 19 
  Mr. and Mrs. James Curran ~ Requested by Hoppy and Ellen Curran 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
   

 
Thursday, May 21 ~ The Ascension Of The Lord 

   
Friday, May 22 

  Burton and Dorothy Dezan ~ Requested by their family 
 

Saturday, May 23 
  Marjorie Flynn ~ Anniversary ~ Requested by her husband Bob 
  Peter Moschetto, Jr. ~ Requested by his family 
  Maureen Defeo ~ Requested by her husband Joe 
  Deceased Members of Bea’s Sandwich Shops ~ requested by the Consoli Family 
  Most Rev. William J. McNaughton, MM ~ Requested by Louise Fluet 
  Rita and Charles Chory ~ Requested by their family 
  Ruth Bell Clark ~ 6 month Anniversary ~ Requested by the Sicard Family 
  Nate Cenower ~ 1st Anniversary ~ Requested by the Sicard Family 
  David Ciesla ~ Requested by his family 
  Lois Richard ~ Birthday Remembrance ~ Requested by Betty Small 
  All Living Members of the Parish 
 
      Sunday, May 24 
  Michael Autieri ~ Birthday Remembrance ~ Requested by his family 
  Elizabeth “Betty” Bolduc ~ 9th Anniversary ~ Requested by the Bolduc Family 
  Theresa Morrissette ~ 5th Anniversary ~ Requested by the Bolduc Family 
  Douglas Bolduc ~ 4th Anniversary ~ Requested by the Bolduc Family 

Sunday 
May 17 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

8:00 am   
 

10:30 am   
 

MEMORIALS 
Week of May 17, 2020 

Saturday 
May 16 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Lector 

4:00 pm   
 

 
Altar Bread ~ Altar Wine ~ Altar Candles  

Sanctuary Light ~ Missalettes 
 

In Memory of John Sirois 
12th Anniversary 

 
Donated by his wife and family 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

 
 
In the Gospel today, Jesus says to us: 
“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. . . 
Whoever loves me will be loved by my 

Father and I will love Him and reveal myself to Him”. 
When we give to the poor, God indeed pours his 
love, peace and joy into our hearts, into our lives 
and through us into the hearts of those who are 
poor. 
 
Please make checks payable to SVDP. Thank you 

for your continued support. 

Joseph Sadlow, Allison 
Hawkes, Eugene Baldi, Walter 

Beynon, Arthur Thibault, 
Helen Sawicki, Joseph 

Howanski, Jeannette Demers, 
Michael Culpon, Mary Jo 

Daigle, Ronald Begin, George Henderson, Andrew 
Champy, David Champy, David Adams, Gary 

Stachulski, Douglas McKnight, William Luna, Aiden 
Sutliff, Ellen Villers, Alice Blow, Judith Upham, 

Benjamin Melo, Ron Simonian, Art Munger, Brad 
Waters,  Mary Conway, Elisabeth Hooper,  Matt 

Kinsley, Bishop Todd Brown, Diane Castiglione, Fr. 
Paul Valley, SP, Noah Leary, Joseph Androwas, 
Cecile Townsend, Ray Boutselis, Ronald Mullen, 
Leeann Hanson, Elaine Labrecque, Sheila Hunt, 
Reina Rodriguez, Jennifer Prugnarola, Nicholas 

Norcia, Donna Myers, Anita & Dottie Watson, Gary 
Dubois, Michael Donovan,  Jaykub Parsons, Ava 

Gagnon, Tom McGuire, Judy Lacroix, Charlie 
Carrell, Mariana Rosato, Carrie McNiss, Sarah & 
Patrick Scanlon, Kristina Racitti, Robbyn Culpon,  
and all those on our Parish prayer line, and all the 

residents at Woodmill Nursing Home, Nevins 
Nursing Home, Mary-Immaculate Nursing Home, 

Berkeley Nursing Home and Methuen Village.  
 
 

Those who have died:  
 

If you have a friend or loved one that you would like 
us to pray for, please call the parish office and leave 
the name. If you would like a name put back on the 

list, call the office. Thank You. 

Prayer Requests for Priests  
 

Eternal Father, we lift up to you these and all the priests 
of the world.  Sanctify them.  Heal and guide them.  Mold 
them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, 
the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be pleasing to 

you.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2020 Ordinandi ~ Fr. James Laughlin ~ Fr. 
Phillip Earley ~ Fr. David Mullen ~ May 20 Bishop 

Hennessey ordained 1978 ~ May 21 Bishop Dooher 
ordained 1969 and Bishop Uglietto ordained 1977 ~ May 

22 Fr. Gregory Mercurio 
 

 
Weekend of May 2/3, 2020  

 
 

 
 

Total Offertory:  $ 3,295.00 
 
Maintenance:   $ 95.00 
 
Grand Annual to date:  $ 8,588.00 
 
Online Giving For April $ 2,385.00 
(in addition to the total offertory 
above) 

 
In Need of 

 

Prayer . . . 

Our highest gratitude and appreciation ~ we are 
so grateful for your support. 

 
Bless your generosity! 

Friends 
 

If your situation makes it possible to continue to 
give us your weekly envelopes, please do so!  This 
will enable us to continue to pay our bills while we 

don’t have regular collections. 
You can mail your envelopes in, or put them in the 

mail slot at the Parish Office. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Also check out 
90-DAYS NOW—FOR YOUR PARISH 

 
A special initiative to help your parish during this 

time.  For more information visit our website 
www.olgcparish.com 

 
Thanks! 
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Week of May 17, 2020 

 

17 SUN Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/1 Pt 
  3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21  
18 Mon Acts 16:11-15/Jn  
  15:26—16:4a   
19 Tue Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-
  11  
20 Wed Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/
  Jn 16:12-15   
21 Thu Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-
  23/Mt 28:16-20   
22 Fri Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-
  23   
23 Sat Acts 18:23-28/Jn  
  16:23b-28   
24 SUN Acts 1:12-14/1 Pt 4:13
  -16/Jn 17:1-11a   



8 

   May 17, 2020                     Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish , Methuen ~ Lawrence             Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make a pledge to the Catholic Appeal, please visit  
bostoncatholicappeal.org or pick up a pledge form at 

the back of the church. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  Stay tuned for 
continued updates regarding our parish’s 2020 Catholic 

Appeal! 

Catholic TV Daily and Sunday Mass 
 
 

Cardinal Seán encourages Catholics to participate in the 
daily and Sunday Masses broadcast from the Catholic 

TV chapel. 
 

Daily Mass airs live at 9:30am and is rebroadcast at 
7:00pm and 11:30pm 

 
Sunday Masses air throughout the day at 10:00am, 

4:00pm, 7:00pm and 11:30pm 
 

Viewers can watch these Masses on demand at any time 
at www.WatchtheMass.com 

 
For more information about CatholicTV and where you 

can watch it, visit 
http://catholictv.org 

OLGC Website 
 

Please continue to check out the OLGC website 
which is being updated regularly. 

 
You can view the weekly bulletin and watch our 

live stream Masses. 
 

Weekday Masses (Monday to Friday) will air at 
4:00pm and Sunday Mass will air on 

Sunday at 11:00am 
 

Find us at www.olgcparish.com 

 

Our Religious Education students invite 
you to join together and pray for the end to 

the corona virus and for all our  
families and friends! 

 
We are starting a prayer book for all of us 
to add prayers to.  You can check out the 

OLGC facebook page and add your  
prayers or send to Mark Houle at 

marvinxxxx@comcast.net  
and he will add it in. 

 
We wish you all well! 
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St. John’s Seminary Online Summer Courses 

 
The MAM/MTS degree programs of St. John’s Seminary are 

offering two Summer 2020 online classes which begin on 
Tuesday, May 26th and Wednesday, May 27th from  

6:00pm to 9:00pm.   
The classes are available to laity, deacons and religious.   

Check out a class on Catholic Social Doctrine with Dr. Chris-
topher Klofft on Tuesday evenings.  On Wednesday evenings 

Rev. George Evans and Dr. Aldona Lingertat will offer a 
course on Spirituality for Ministry and Catholic  

Leadership. 
 

Registration is now open at: www.sjs.edu 

Prayer At The Time Of A Pandemic 
 

Lord Jesus, Who promised to remain with us always, 
When information overwhelms us and fear overtakes us, 

Speak to us again those comforting words, 
“Peace be with you.” 

Though we cannot be physically close to others, 
Give us the ability and courage to love as well as we can, 

Since “perfect love casts out all fear.” 
Direct your caring gaze on doctors and nurses,  

Researchers and safety personnel; 
Come to strengthen the sick, the vulnerable, 
And comfort those who are grief stricken. 

And when the pandemic has passed, 
And this frightening crisis is resolved, 
Teach us to know You more certainly 

As our dearest Friend and our only Hope. 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. Amen 
(offer one Our Father, one Hail Mary and Glory be . . .) 

Our Lady, Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us 

If you love me, keep my commandments, 

 says the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he 

will send you another Paraclete, to abide with 

you for ever, Alleluia. 


